THE FUTURE OF INDIA
India. This isn't strictly true. There
was drink in India long before the
British came, but Britain is tolerant
of it to-day because of the re\Tenue
the drink traffic brings to the exchequer.
The drink evil exists almost entirely
in the industrial centres. In the
country districts you may travel for
thousands of miles without encounter-
ing a public-house or saloon or a
stall at which intoxicants are sold.
Some villagers undeniably have their
own plant for distilling country liquor,
but there isn't that riotous indulgence
among them that one perceives among
Indians who cluster round the Govern-
ment-licensed bars near mill and factory
and in towns. The Government will
not abandon this form of revenue,
yet if the entire population could have
voted on it, India would have had
Prohibition years before America,
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